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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the Lord be praised. May our Blessed Mother,

Vellankanni bless everyone, every family. I am sure that

she will shower upon all of us good health of mind and

body. “Blessed are you  for believing” is the crown put on

our Lady by the Church. This will move us to the same act

of believing.

I really kneel down in order to thank the Lord for the act

of believing that God called me seven years ago. He has

been guiding the entire Church of Vellore and I was called

to believe and proclaim with our Blessed Mother “ Behold

the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according to

your will”.

Here I would like to share some of the thoughts inspired

me on the day of 7th Anniversary of my Episcopal

Ordination. A priest must first of all be a believer. Believe
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in the person who called and believe in the people to whom

we are sent. This belief must become the life and breath

of every Christian in general and every priest in particular.

This is what identifies his ‘being’ what he is.

A priest must be a person who could speak to the Lord. He

is one who could establish a conversation and relationship

with God. As we read in Genesis 3:8 ff. The Lord comes to

establish his relationship with our first parents. If we hide

from Him like Adam and Eve, our being becomes a sign of

death, rather than a sign of life. All our activities will

become futile without this relationship.

A priest, essentially becomes a bridge between God and

people. It is he, who brings God to this world and brings

people to God. Every celebration of sacraments essentially

achieves this union. Therefore, we become a sign of belief.

We are people from God and become a sign of hope for

people who are suffering, weak in believing. In the

disappoints of that they face, in the failures that they

experience, in the unfaithfulness that they suffer, faith

may be shaken. For them we become the light house. Like

our Blessed Mother, the faith of a priest opens up the door

to God. We become symbol of what Christ said ‘I am the

way and the life’. This promise finds fulfillment in our

priestly life.

If all these things are true, then our faith will be tested in

fire. The dark clouds will certainly lead us to unbelief and



3

confusion. Our Mother and Jesus Christ were subjected

to such testing. The first disciples went through this path

of fire. We are no exception rather through fire our own

faithfulness will be tested & confirmed. Hence it is a must

and a privilege that a priest must shoulder the burden of

faith. The promise that we gave on our baptism, and the

promise that we gave on the day of our ordination are

certainly heavy and burdensome. But if we believe,  we

must carry it. This carrying will lead us to understand

our people and will give us the courage to accompany them

in their journey of faith.

Faith is never there automatically as Pope Benedict XVI

had said. We need to live it. We become priests who are

experts in speaking and listening. But this is possible only

when we are humble. Humility is that vitality which will

keep us faithful to our faith. ‘Behold the handmaid of the

Lord this declaration of act of humility brought the fullness

of grace, Jesus Christ,  in her womb. Every priest is called

to this. Pope Francis would assert that priesthood is not a

profession to be engaged in part time. Our service of

evangelization will bring God to our people.

In month of September, we will certainly celebrate the

feast of ‘Good Health’ remembering the Lady of Vellankanni.

We entrust ourselves, our Diocese, our priests, religious

and the faithful to her maternal care.
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Finally I would like to thank the Vicar General, Procurator,

Pastoral Center Director, the Directors of both Social

Service centers and the Manager of our Schools for

organizing such a wonderful day on 24 August. A special

word of thanks to Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy and his

assistants, the parish council and teachers of the Cathedral

parish for their love and hard work. A special word of thanks

to our priests, religious and people for their love and faith

in me. Certainly I do remember all our workers in the

bishop’s house. Above all I remember Fr. M. Rajan, my

secretary for his dedication and hard work.

May the Lord and the Blessed Mother continue to guide

and bless us.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

01 Sun Chennai

03 Tue Medical Check up, Chennai

08 Sun Youth Mass - Chetpet

09 Mon FSJ Sisters, Pathiavaram

14 Sat Golden Jubilee of Fr. John Valarkott, Thanipadi

25 Wed M Young Priests' Meet

25-26 Monthly Recollection

28 Sat Perumanam

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore.
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. ID card for priests :

It has been a request from the priests to provide ID card

for various purposes. As it was already announced the

picture of individual priest will be taken on the

Jubilarians day which is on October 31. This is advance

information to you. All the priests are expected to come

without fail. Please note your calendar. If you miss you

won’t get your ID. Kindly provide a) Your full name and

Date of Birth as it is in your school certificate; b) Date of

Ordination; c) Blood group.

2. New Telephone Directory-2014

New Telephone Directory for the year 2014 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your parish, Institution and

your personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory 2013. If anything is to be corrected or added,

please do inform the Bishop’s Secretary before the end

of September 2013 and help us to bring out the new

Telephone Directory 2014 in time. Kindly provide also

your email ID. (Secretary Cell No. 9486424003)

3. Monthly Recollection

Next Monthly Recollection will be on September 25 and

26.
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4. The Statutes of Vellore Diocese

The Statutes of Vellore Diocese has been published on

24 August 2013. Every priest of our diocese should have

a personal copy and one copy for the parish. The parish

copy should be sealed and kept in the parish office.

When bishop comes for pastoral visit it should be there

along with other registers. If you have not yet received

parish copy you can get it from Procurator Office when

you come for next recollection. The Religious who are

running different Institutions in our diocese should

keep one copy in their respective institutions. Copies

will be sent to you. If you come to bishop’s house you

may collect from secretary’s office.

5. Priests' ongoing formation

There will be a priests' ongoing formation on 25th Sept.

at 10.00 am in the Bishop's House. All young  priests

within 10 years period (2003 - 2013) are expected to

attend this programme without fail.

6. Reminder

Other than Pastoral emergencies all the priests are

expected to attend every month recollection. In case of

absent prior information should be given to Vicar

General.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert

Vicar General
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PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

UTHARKAND RELIEF FUND 2013

S.No. Parish & Religious Amount

Brought Forward 13761

1 Alapakkam 3472

2 Bagayam 15300

3 Boodamangalam 500

4 Holy Cross Convent & School - Sathuvacharry 100000

5 Nirmala Matha Girls Hr.Sec.School-Pathiyavaram 5000

6 Sacred Heart Generalate - Rangapuram 5000

7 Servite Convent - Mekkalure 1000

8 St.Anne’s Girls Hr.Sec.School - Chetpet 5000

9 John Bosco Primary School - Chetpet 2200

10 Lourdu Matha Mat.School - Thandrampet 1000

11 Msgr. Nambikairaj 500

12 Gandhinagar 9645

13 Narasingapuram 1700

14 Melpudupakkam 1000

15 St.Charles Convent - Yelagiri Hills 7000

16 Cluny Convent 16000

17 Sipcot 1000

18 Devikapuram 3260

19 St.Xavier Primary School - Christianpet 600

20 St.Anne’s Convent - Christianpet 1000

21 Thachambadi 16712

22 Vandavasi 2000

23 Thiruvannamalai 30000

24 Gengapattu 1200
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25 Mekkalure 1000

26 Kariyandal 1250

27 T.V.Puram 2000

28 Mazhuvankarunai 2400

29 Eleyankanny 6200

30 Arakkonam 25700

31 Arcot 1000

32 Uriurkuppam 3000

33 Pulavanbadi 1000

34 Koviloor 1000

35 St.Anne’s Convent - Koviloor 1000

36 Ranipet 2500

37 Chengam 3300

38 Sathuvachari 3000

39 Pallalakuppam 3000

40 Allikondapattu 1000

41 Theresapuram 1200

42 St.Theresa Convent - Theresapuram 500

43 St.Thomas Hospital - Chetpet 5000

44 Nelliyankulam 200

45 Avoor 300

46 Kolappalur 4500

47 Providence Boy’s Home - Vettavalam 500

48 Tvmsss 5000

49 Shenpakkam 1000

50 Superior Ansaldo Convent 1800

51 Principal Ansaldo College of Education 5000

52 Carmel Illam - Kolappalur 5000

53 Carmel Mat.Hr.Sec.School - Kolappalur 5000
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54 R.C.M.School - Kolappalur 1000

55 Little Flower Convent - Ranipet 10000

56 St.Charles Convent - Ammoor 5000

57 St.Charles Convent - Thirupattur 5000

                                  Total 358200

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Utharkand Relief

Fund and May I request  to give those who  have not yet given.

Fr. A. Kulandesu
Procurator

MANAGER OF R.C.M. SCHOOLS

DIOCESE OF VELLORE POOR EDUCATION FUND
COLLECTION FROM THE RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS DURING 2013 - 2014

From 01-06-2013 to 21-08-2013

STATEMENT OF RECEIPT

S.No. Name of the School & Institution Amount

01 St.Antony's Girls Hr.Sec. School, Pavithram 5000.00

02 St.Charles Matriculation HSS, Thirupattur 1694.00

03 Auxilium HSS Gandhinagar, Vellore 1664.00

04 Auxilium Ele. School, Gandhinagar, Vellore 298.00

05 Auxilium Nursery & Primary Gandhinagar, Vellore 809.00

06 Sagayamatha HS Chengam 300.00

07 Ansaldo College of Education, Maruthuvambadi, Chetpet 2100.00

08 Ansaldo Matric School, Maruthuvambadi, Chetpet 2068.00

09 LFC Matric HSS, Ammoor 2180.00

10 LFC Primary & Nursery Ranipet 6800.00
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11 St.Marys Primary & Nursery, Vellore 1000.00

12 Don Bosco HSS, Gandhinagar, Vellore (Staff) 12750.00

13 Don Bosco HSS, Gandhinagar, Vellore (Students) 1290.00

14 St.Joseph Matric. HSS, Thiruvannamalai 14961.00

15 St.Marys Ele. School, Vellore 4100.00

16 St.Marys Girls HSS, Vellore 11098.00

17 Sneha Deepam Matric. HSS, Rangapuram, Vellore 5176.00

18 SFS Matric. HSS, Alangayam 4770.00

19 St.Antony Matric. School, Pavithram 1000.00

20 Mary Immaculate Matric. HSS, Kariyandal (Staff) 1000.00

21 Mary Immaculate Matric. HSS, Kariyandal (Students) 1000.00

22 Auxilium College, Gandhinagar, Vellore (Students) 3000.00

23 Auxilium College, Gandhinagar, Vellore (Staff) 10000.00

24 LFC Girls HSS, Ranipet (Students) 3200.00

25 LFC Girls HSS, Ranipet (Staff) 14600.00

26 St. Joseph Matric. School, Arni 2500.00

27 St. Charles Convent, Jolarpet 310.00

28 St.Charles Primary School, Athanavoor 300.00

29 St.Charles Matric. School, Athanavoor 100.00

30 St.Charles HSS, Athanavoor 820.00

31 Cluny Matric HSS, Devikapuram 5000.00

32 Little Flower Primary School, Pallikonda 2615.00

33 Little Flower Nursery School, Pallikonda 515.00

34 St.Alosiyus Girls HSS, Vettavalam 5656.00

35 Don Bosco Primary School, Jolarpet 2620.00

36 Sagayamatha Matric. HSS, Chengam 3640.00

37 Holy Cross Matric. HSS, Sathuvachari 11355.00

38 Annai Velankanni Matric. School, Mallikapuram 1000.00

39 SFS Matric. HSS, Vaniyambadi 4000.00
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40 Cluny Matric. School, Katpadi (Staff) 4500.00

41 Cluny Matric. School, Katpadi (Students) 1500.00

42 Auxilium Nursery & Primary School, Anmarudhai 2075.00

43 St.Joseph Matric. HSS, Vepoor 15695.00

44 St.Anne's Girls HSS, Chetpet 5000.00

45 Lourdumatha Matric. HSS, Thandarampattu 3000.00

46 Arockiamadha Matric. School, Old Town, Vellore 545.00

47 St.Xavier Matric. HSS, Soganur 1600.00

48 Anne Mary Matric. HSS, Thiruparkadal 3000.00

                                                                                        Total 189204

Dear Rev. Father / Sister / Head of Institutions

Thank you for your generous contribution to the

scheme. Those who have not yet sent your contributions

kindly send them at the earliest.

A.C. Savarimuthu
Manager, R.C.M Schools
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S.No. Place Amount

1 Zamin Gudalore 5,000.00
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FAMILY COMMISSION

On August 3 and 4 we had marriage preparation classes

in Ulagamatha Church Hall for youth boys & girls of

Tiruvannamalai Vicariate. Good number of participants

attended the classes and received the certificates.

On August 7 we had Value Education classes for XII Std.

girls in St.Antony’s Girls Hr.Sec.School, Pavithram. 340

girls attended the classes in 4 groups, two hours each.

On August 8 we had Value Education classes for XI and

XII boys and girls separately in Mt. St.Joseph Matric.

Hr.Sec.School, Tiruvanamalai. 480 boys and girls attended

the classes in 2 sessions.

On August 10 and 11 we had marriage preparation classes

in C.Namiyandal school hall for boys & girls of

C.Namiyandal, Koratampet and Allianthal parishes. 76

boys and girls attended the classes.

On August 12 we had Value Education classes conducted

at C.Namiyandal Hr.Sec.School for boys and girls

separately. 75 girls and 60 boys attended the classes.

Marriage preparation Classes conducted at TVMSSS

In the month of July and August boys and girls from

Udayendiram, Arakonam, Kariyandal, Thachambadi,

Tiruppattur, Pavithram, C.Namiyandal, Chengam,

Kilnathur and Veeralur parishes came and attended the
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classes in TVMSSS and received the certificates. Sincere

thanks and appreciation to the respected parish priests.

Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

Director, Family Commission & TVMSSS.
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Arulsamy     11.09.1977

Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 01.09.1979

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 06.09.1970

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 08.09.1954

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 08.09.1972

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 10.09.1957

Rev. Fr. A. Joseph 12.09.1950

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 19.09.1958

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 19.09.1973

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 19.09.1974

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 20.09.1940

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 20.09.1973

Rev. Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 23.09.1981

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 25.09.1953

Rev.Fr. S. A. Gnanasekar 25.09.1982

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 26.09.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 28.09.1959

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 30.09.1951
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Calendar

01 Sun 22nd Ordinary Sunday
03 Tue St. Gregory
08 Sun 23rd Ordinary Sunday
09 Mon St. Peter Claver
12 Thu Most Holy Name of Mary
13 Fri St. John Chrysostom
14 Sat The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
15 Sun 24th Ordinary Sunday
16 Mon Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian
17 Tue St. Robert Bellarmine
21 Sun St. Mathew
22 Sun 25th Ordinary Sunday
27 Fri St. Vincent de Paul
29 Sun 26th Ordinary Sunday
30 Mon St. Jerome

Intentions

Value of Silence: Let us pray that people today, often

overwhelmed by noise, may rediscover the value of silence

and listen to the voice of God and their brothers and sisters.

Let us pray for the persecuted Christians. Let us pray

that Christians suffering persecution in many parts of the

world may by their witness be prophets of Christ’s Love.

Necrology

Rev. Fr. Immanuel Alves SDB 07.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Fioro de Beneditto SDB 11.09.1978

Rev. Fr. Michael Cusini SDB 17.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Lazar SDB 18.09.1997

Rev. Fr. C. Kurivilla 19.09.2001

Rev. Fr. Peter Meligo 23.09.1958


